
by Stuart S. Janney III

THERE have been a lot of opinions
put forth since May 3concerning the
state of our sport, and what’s wrong
with it. Many have on supposition
and anecdotal evidence. The goal of
the committee is, as Dr. [Larry] Bram-
lage [D.V.M.] said, to preface our
statements with “the data shows” as
opposed to “we believe.”

On the subject of breeding, we
know that the market has changed.
Fifteen years ago, approximately 23%
of the foal crop was offered as year-
lings at public auction. It’s 36% of the
2006 foal crop. But that’s due to eco-
nomics. Does it mean we are breed-
ing a more fragile horse? That’s not
what the data is telling us.

What we do know is that we are
out of step with the rest of the rac-
ing world when it comes to medica-
tion. We have too much of it, and as
[Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Asso-
ciation Chairman] Alan Foreman
pointed out, with few exceptions,
our drug testing infrastructure
is far from efficient and effective.
So we need to reconcile our drug
policies on race day administra-
tion of Lasix and withdrawal times
for therapeutic medications, with
the rest of the world. And those
two items are at the top of the
committee’s priority list going
forward.

But in the short term, there
are a number of things that we
can do. Eliminating the use of an-
abolic steroids from racing is a
good first start. At the time we
released our recommendation
on this matter in June, ten states
had already adopted the [Racing
Medication and Testing Consor-
tium (RMTC)] model rule on an-
abolic steroids, and another 12
states were in the process. Today,
12 have adopted it and 18 are in
the process. That’s progress.

This month, both the Breed-
ers’ Cup and [the Thoroughbred
Owners and Breeders Associa-
tion’s] Graded Stakes Committee
flatly stated that the RMTC steroid
rule must be in place by January 1,
2009, in order for racetracks to re-
ceive Breeders’ Cup purse supple-
ments and have their stakes races

graded. That’s progress.
Earlier this week, the [Thorough-

bred Racing Associations] board of
directors pledged the commitment
of the TRA member tracks to work
with racing commissions in their ju-
risdictions to implement the elimi-
nation of anabolic steroids by the end
of 2008.

More progress … and reason for
our gratitude.

Keeping to the subject of medica-
tion, you heard from Dr. [Rick] Arthur
[D.V.M.] about the progress that Cal-
ifornia has made to curb bicarbon-
ate loading in horses on race day.
Once again, we have a situation where
proper science has been conducted
and sound conclusions have been
reached—in this case by the RMTC—
but implementation by the industry
has been inconsistent at best.

Milkshaking tests
So the committee is calling for the

adoption of RMTC recommendations
on the prohibition of the use of milk-
shaking substances by the Associa-
tion of Racing Commissioners
International model rules commit-
tee, the RCI board of directors, and

all state racing commissions.
These recommendations were put

forth to state racing commissions
and the RCI model rules committee
almost one year ago, and the com-
mittee is of the strong opinion that
further delay is inexcusable. As a re-
sult, and as an interim measure, we
are calling on all North American
racetracks to implement these rec-
ommended best practices by house
rule.

The RMTC recommendations es-
tablish uniform threshold levels, pre-
race testing protocols, and effective
testing procedures.

The committee also strongly en-
courages all state racing commis-
sions to publish the TCO2 levels of
each horse tested to ensure the pub-
lic that testing is being conducted
and participants are below the reg-
ulatory thresholds.

You heard a thorough and passion-
ate report from Alan Foreman on the

state of our drug testing labs. At its
board meeting yesterday, the stew-
ards of the Jockey Club agreed to
underwrite the cost of  a business
plan for the most efficient and cost-
effective infrastructure for equine

drug testing and research.
In addition, the committee is call-
ing for the creation of a task force
to:

One: Develop strict equine drug
testing laboratory standards;

Two: Develop a uniform re-
quest for proposal from state rac-
ing commissions for drug testing
laboratory services that requires
adherence to those standards; and

Three: Develop and maintain
a facility to store frozen samples
for future analysis.

Another recommendation
today is on the subject of uniform
penalties. The RMTC has devel-
oped uniform classification guide-
lines and penalties, and submitted
those to the RCI model rules com-
mittee. In this case, the RCI has
adopted those guidelines as a
model rule, and as a result the
committee is calling for the im-
mediate adoption and implemen-
tation by all state racing
commissions of those rules.

This is one area where neither
horsemen, racetracks, nor indus-
try organizations can achieve the
necessary uniformity. It must

come from the 38 state racing com-
missions themselves. The leadership
to press them into action must come
from the RCI.

Injury database
Our final recommendation calls

for the RCI model rules committee,
its RCI board of directors, and all
state and provincial racing commis-
sions to institute a model rule that
would mandate participation in the
Equine Injury Database as a condi-
tion of licensing.

Thus far, participation in the Equine
Injury Database reporting system
has been voluntar y, and we are
pleased to report that since the pro-
gram was launched less than three
weeks ago, 53 racetracks have signed
agreements with the Jockey Club to
participate. The committee believes
that mandating participation is one
more step toward national unifor-
mity.

In the meantime, to all of those
racetracks listed on the screen be-
hind me, we thank you for stepping
forward and demonstrating leader-
ship on this critical industry-wide
project. And to those racetracks who
have not as yet signed your agree-
ments, we ask you to do so without

further delay. As you heard from Dr.
[Mary] Scollay [D.V.M.], having a
national injury reporting system is
the only way for this industry to iden-
tify the cause of injury and to take
remedial action so as to minimize in-
juries in the future. 

Copies of all four recommenda-
tions will be available as you leave
the room.

There will be additional recom-
mendations forthcoming, but we have
no calendar or deadline. This com-
mittee is a standing committee of the
Jockey Club. It doesn’t end today or
December 31. 

We will look at racing surfaces. 
We will look longer and harder at

medication, especially Lasix. 
We will continue to study breed-

ing trends and we will study the issue
of field size, particularly in the Ken-
tucky Derby [Presented by Yum!
Brands (G1)]. We will also examine
the treatment and use of racehorses
when their racing careers have ended.

The industry has made a lot of
progress in a short period of time,
but there is still much work ahead
of us. To those who say that this in-
dustry cannot speak with one voice
on key issues, success stories like
the development of the Equine In-
jur y Database and the steady
progress being made to ban ana-
bolic steroids and front-shoe appa-
ratus from racing, are the best
response.

We are challenged by our decen-
tralized regulatory structure, but we
cannot let that be an excuse to fail.

The committee has been guided
in its work by our desire to do what
is right for the safety and well-being
of the horse and rider and by the
need to change the public’s percep-
tion of our industry.

If the Eight Belles tragedy makes
us all more cooperative, less inward-
looking, more proactive, and more
sensitive to how our sport is per-
ceived by others, then Eight Belles
may be viewed in years to come as
one of the most important horses
ever to step on a racetrack.

Let’s hope so.

Stuart S. Janney III is chairman of the
Jockey Club Thoroughbred Safety
Committee. His remarks were delivered at
the Jockey Club Round Table Conference on
Matters Pertaining to Racing at Saratoga
Springs, New York, on August 17.
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Round Table Conference

Four more recommendations
The Jockey Club’s Thoroughbred

Safety Committee issued four additional
recommendations to the racing indus-
try during the 56th annual Round Table
Conference on Matters Pertaining to
Racing on August 17 at the Gideon Put-
nam Resort in Saratoga Springs, New
York:

I. Drug testing and laboratory stan-
dards

• Develop a business plan for the
most efficient and cost-effective infra-
structure for equine drug testing and
research;

• Develop strict drug testing labora-
tory standards;

• Develop uniform request for pro-
posal from state racing commissions
for drug testing lab services that re-
quires adherence to those standards;
and

• Develop and maintain a facility to
store frozen samples for future analy-
sis.

II. Uniform penalties for drug rules
and prohibited violations

• The immediate adoption and im-
plementation by all state racing com-
missions of the Association of Racing
Commissioner International Model Rule
and Uniform Classification Guidelines
and Penalties that apply to trainers, vet-
erinarians, and owners; and

• Implementation of model rule by
all state racing commissions no later
than December 31.

III. TCO2 (bicarbonate) testing
• Adoption of Racing Medication and

Testing Consortium recommendations
on prohibition of the use of alkalizing
substances by the RCI model rules com-
mittee, RCI board of directors, and all
state racing commissions;

• All North American tracks to con-
sider implementation of these recom-
mendations as a house rule as an interim
measure; and

• All state racing commissions to pub-
lish TCO2 levels on each horse tested.

IV. Equine Injury Database system
developed by the Jockey Club Technol-
ogy Services Inc. and InCompass 
Solutions Inc.

• Institution by the RCI model rules
committee, RCI board, and all state
and provincial racing commissions of
model rules requiring all racing asso-
ciation, training facilities, and individ-
ual licensees to par ticipate in a
commission-approved injury reporting
database;

• Collaboration between American
Association of Equine Practitioners, race-
track practitioners, regulatory veterinar-
ians, and equine veterinary surgeons
to develop standardized protocols and
procedures for prerace, post-race, and
post-mortem exams; and

• Racetracks and state/provincial
racing commissions to require and
fund prerace and post-race examina-
tions and post-mortem examinations
for all horses that die on the grounds
of a licensed racetrack or training cen-
ter.

Text of Janney’s remarks at Round Table

If the Eight Belles tragedy
makes us all more

cooperative, less inward-
looking, more proactive,

and more sensitive to how
our sport is perceived by
others, then Eight Belles

may be viewed in years to
come as one of the most
important horses ever to

step on a racetrack.

—Stuart S. Janney III
Chairman, Jockey Club 

Thoroughbred Safety 
Committee
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APT ATTENTION FOR JOCKEY CLUB SPEAKERS
Industry leaders hear new proposals by the Jockey Club Thoroughbred
Safety Committee


