
Having reached agreement on rac-
ing and gaming operators, New York
officials now have shifted their focus
to Belmont Park’s commercial de-
velopment opportunities.

In February, the state preliminar-
ily approved the extension of the New
York Racing Association’s
franchise agreement to
operate Aqueduct, Bel-
mont, and Saratoga Race
Course. On October 23,
Governor David Paterson
finalized a contract with
Buffalo-based Delaware
North Companies to run
Aqueduct’s racino. Both
contracts are for 25 years.

Under the NYRA deal,
the state assumes own-
ership of all three tracks,
and faced with a multibillion-dollar
budget deficit, officials are anxious
to reap whatever financial reward
they can from the facilities.

“There’s 440 acres of land at Bel-
mont,” state Racing and Wagering
Board Chairman John Sabini said.
“In these tough economic times, we
want to maximize the value of assets
the taxpayers now own.”

Paterson has directed Sabini and

Empire State Development Corp.
President Marisa Lago to work with
legislative leaders, NYRA, commu-
nity groups, and government offi-
cials surrounding Belmont on possible
development options. They have been
asked to report back to Paterson and

officials from a state Rac-
ing Franchise Oversight
Board, whose approval
is required for any de-
velopment, by January 1. 

“Belmont could cre-
ate new jobs, generate
additional tax revenue,
and bolster economic de-
velopment in Elmont and
other surrounding com-
munities in Nassau and
Queens counties,” Pa-

terson said.
When seeking bidders for the rac-

ing franchise two years ago, the en-
tities were asked to consider multiple
options, such as Belmont with and
without gaming. Several companies
already have proposals drawn up.

There is a sharp division among
state leaders, however, over whether
Belmont should have video lottery
terminals (VLTs), too. Like many
horsemen, the Republican-led state

Senate said New York racing needs
the extra revenue that two racinos
would generate to stay competitive
with other states.

But state Assembly Speaker Shel-
don Silver (D-New York) has reaf-
firmed his strong opposition to such
plans, saying the New York market
could not support gaming at both
Belmont and Aqueduct, which are
about nine miles apart. Yonkers Race-
way Standardbred track has another
5,000 VLTs about a half-hour away
from the Thoroughbred tracks. 

“We’re not going to have a satu-
ration of that [gaming],” Silver told
the Associated Press on October 27.
“You’d only divide the businesses.”

Belmont real estate opportunities
include a hotel, retail shops, and en-
tertainment venues. The site, which
straddles Nassau and Queens coun-
ties, is accessible by major highways
and the Long Island Rail Road. 

Delaware North is giving the state
$370-million up front for the right to
run Aqueduct gaming. Belmont’s de-
velopment, with or without VLTs,
would be subject to competitive bids
as well, and the state is looking for
a minimum of $250-million from who-
ever gets that contract.

NYRA is slated to get 7% of Aque-
duct’s gaming revenues, including
4% for capital expenses, which could
be more than $20-million per year.
NYRA already has retained London-
based Turnberry Consulting to eval-
uate and propose improvements for
all three tracks.

Its focus will be on the core rac-
ing product—grandstand, racetrack
surfaces, hospitality, and backstretch
housing. NYRA is considering new
townhouse-style backstretch hous-
ing at Belmont and Saratoga that
would cost a combined $60-million.

NYRA also is contemplating whether
to shorten or reconfigure Belmont’s
11⁄2-mile track, the longest and only
one that size in the country. The fa-
cility is so vast that fans quite often
have difficulty following the races.

State officials, however, are more
interested in commercial develop-
ment that would create jobs and tax
revenue for state coffers. 

“We will be exploring all options,”
Sabini said.—Paul Post

The Kentucky Horse Racing Com-
mission will consider changing test
laboratories for its equine drug test-
ing.

Currently, the state
sends its tests to Iowa
State University and is
renewing that agree-
ment from month to
month. At its regular
meeting on October 27,
the racing commission
voted to accept re-
quests for proposals to
contract its equine drug
testing. 

The vote comes just
weeks after a Kentucky
hearing officer recommended the
commission overturn a clenbuterol
positive against trainer Richard

Dutrow Jr. and the 15-day suspen-
sion that infraction carries. The hear-
ing officer noted that the laboratory

conducted its tests on
plasma instead of
serum, as required in
Kentucky.

Kentucky officials
said the tests were
conducted in serum
but just mislabeled.
They have requested
the hearing officer re-
view his decision.

Racing commission
Executive Director
Lisa Underwood said
Kentucky does not

have a specific problem with Iowa
State—she expects the laboratory
will submit a proposal—but wants to

evaluate its options. Underwood said
any laboratory would have to be able
to handle all of Kentucky’s required
tests.

Meanwhile, the Governor’s Task
Force on the Future of Horse Rac-
ing is expected to recommend de-
veloping a plan for a state-of-the-art
equine drug testing laboratory in
Kentucky when it meets for the final
time on November 25. Those rec-
ommendations will be made to Gov-
ernor Steve Beshear.

Kentucky Horse Racing Commis-
sion Chairman Robert Beck Jr. said
even if Kentucky moves forward on
its own laboratory, it would need to
reach an agreement with another
state while the laboratory is being
constructed.

In other commission news: 

• Equine Medical Director Mary
Scollay said Kentucky began test-
ing for anabolic steroids on Octo-
ber 4. On the first day of testing, one
Thoroughbred tested positive for
stanozolol. The commission has re-
ceived 30 test results with one posi-
tive. Currently in a 90-day grace period
for the new rule, Kentucky is not pun-
ishing trainers for positive tests; and

• In an effort to improve integrity
in the pari-mutuel pools, the com-
mission plans to require racetracks
to provide the regulator with in-
formation on investigations. While
a proposed rule was tabled at the
October meeting, commission
members made it clear they plan
to take action in November.

—Frank Angst
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Ellis could go to four-day weeks in 2009
The racing schedule for Kentucky’s Thoroughbred racetracks will

look familiar in 2009 with the possible exception of Ellis Park.
While Ellis requested and was approved for 48 racing days from July 4

through September 7, the Henderson, Kentucky, track noted that it may
have to race just four days a week during the meet,
reducing the total number of dates. The move
would require approval from horsemen.

Ellis owner Ron Geary explained that meets
at Indiana Downs and Hoosier Park will over-
lap with Ellis for the first time. Both of those
tracks have purses enhanced by expanded gaming,
and Geary fears that his track could come up short on horses.

“We don’t want to be running three-horse fields,” Geary said.
Geary said he will try to let the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission

and horsemen know as early as possible about his final plans.

The commission approved racing dates for 2009 at its October 27
meeting at the Fasig-Tipton sales pavilion in Lexington.—Frank Angst

Renovations on tap at Spa sale grounds
Visitors to Fasig-Tipton’s Saratoga sales might be greeted by some-

what different surroundings next summer.
The Lexington-based sales company has plans to expand the Humphrey

S. Finney Pavilion in Saratoga Springs, New York, where it conducts
three auctions each August for selected yearlings, preferred yearlings,
and an open yearlings sale.

Fasig-Tipton was purchased in April by Abdulla al Habbai, a promi-
nent businessman, property developer, and international investor from
Dubai, and a friend and business associate of Dubai ruler Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid al Maktoum, owner of Godolphin Racing and Dar-
ley Stable. Fasig-Tipton is now a wholly owned subsidiary of Synergy
Investments Ltd., which al Habbai owns.

“At this stage it would be premature for Fasig-Tipton to comment on
its plan for Saratoga,” said Terence Collier, the sales company’s direc-
tor of marketing.

Synergy took immediate steps this year to enhance visitors’ Saratoga
experience by assisting with everything from lodging, dining, and Saratoga
Race Course seating reservations. The company’s goal is to bring new
buyers, sellers, and more horses into the business, Collier said.

Sales pavilion improvements are in keeping with that goal. Plans call
for a new-look exterior façade with covered walkways and a canopy over
the main entrance for people arriving by car. Walls would be pushed out
61⁄2 feet to make room for a new, level handicapped seating area around
the top of the auditorium’s perimeter. At present, people entering the
building immediately begin to walk down sloped aisles.

Designed in 1967, original building plans did not provide for handi-
capped seating. The reconfiguration would require eliminating 200 reg-
ular seats.

In addition to horse auctions, the arena also hosts the National Mu-
seum of Racing’s annual Hall of Fame inductions, held on the first Mon-
day in August.—Paul Post

Domino owner Jones dies
Kenneth Thomas Jones Jr., owner of Domino Stud in Lexington, died

on October 30 at his home in Raleigh, North Carolina. He was 90.
Jones was an avid horse racing enthusiast with operations at Domino

and in Australia. His primary Thoroughbred operation was based in Aus-
tralia, where he raced champion Catbird.

Jones bred and raced 2003 Arkansas Derby (G2) winner Sir Chero-
kee but scratched him from the Kentucky Derby (G1) after the discov-
ery of a minor injury. Jones also bred multiple graded stakes winner and
sire Soto as well as Wesley, winner of the 2008 National Museum of Rac-
ing Hall of Fame Stakes (G2).

Fifth Third Bank welcomes 
William C. “Bill” Greely 
as Senior Equine Advisor

Fifth Third Bank
Equine Department

(859) 455-5487

Kentucky looks into changing test laboratories

Approved Kentucky dates for 2009
Track Meet Days Dates
Turfway Park winter-spring 69 January 1-April 2
Keeneland Race Course spring 15 April 3-April 24
Churchill Downs spring 52 April 25-July 5
Ellis Park summer 48 July 4-September 7
Turfway Park fall 22 September 9-October 8
Kentucky Downs fall 6 September 19-29
Keeneland Race Course fall 17 October 9-31
Churchill Downs fall 21 November 1-28
Turfway Park holiday 23 November 29-December 31

New York focus shifts from gaming to development 


