
Testing for anabolic steroids in
horses racing in Pennsylvania sharply
decreased the number of positive
findings since the commonwealth in-
stituted its phased ban on the med-
ications, the principal investigator
for the Pennsylvania Horse Racing
Commission’s Research Program
said on July 19.

Speaking at the National Horse-
men’s Benevolent and Protective
Association’s summer meeting,
Lawrence R. Soma, V.M.D., said the
incidents of positive findings are ap-
proaching zero as the initial penalty
phase of the ban takes effect. 

“In Pennsylvania, the playing field
is level now,” said Soma, who is the
Marilyn M. Simpson professor of
large animal veterinary medicine at
the University of Pennsylvania’s New
Bolton Center.

Pennsylvania initiated its steroid
ban in April, and it will take full ef-
fect in October. According to the
guidelines, any steroid finding
below 200 picograms per milliliter
of blood is regarded as a negative
finding. A picogram is one-trillionth
of a gram.

The commonwealth’s work on
steroid detection began in 2004, and
a sampling of 900 horses racing in
the state the following year found ap-
proximately 60% were positive for
steroids, which was an indication of
how widespread their use was in rac-
ing. 

Horsemen in Pennsylvania and
surrounding states were informed
in December that quantitative test-
ing would begin in March; 29 Thor-
oughbreds tested above the
200-picogram level that month. The
total declined to 22 in April and then
rose to 36 in May. The total declined
to 20 in June and fell to three in the
first ten days of July.—Don Clippinger

NOTEBOOK
Breeders’ Cup Ltd. announced on

July 17 that it has selected St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital and
Susan G. Komen for the Cure to be the
not-for-profit beneficiaries for the Oc-
tober 24-25 running of the Breeders’
Cup World Championships at Santa
Anita Park. The Breeders’ Cup plans
to raise a minimum of $250,000 for
each organization through ticket sales,
one-of-a-kind auction items, sponsor
programs and private donations. The
partnership marks the first time the
Breeders’ Cup has established rela-
tionships with broad-based global char-
itable organizations tied to the World
Championships.

The Maryland Racing Commission
on July 15 approved dates for the Mary-
land State Fair meet at Timonium this
year, which will run August 22-Sep-
tember 1 with seven days of live rac-
ing and three days of interstate
simulcasting. A 13-day summer meet-
ing beginning August 8 at Laurel Park
also was approved. The meet will fea-
ture ten days of live racing and two
stakes races for three-year-old
Maryland-breds—the $50,000 Twixt
Stakes for fillies on August 9 and the
$50,000 Humphrey S. Finney Stakes
on August 16.

Scientific Games Racing, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Scientific Games
announced that it signed an exclusive
licensing and distribution agreement
with Racingworld Technology to develop
and offer the 123racing bet through
its BetJet terminals and Trackplay In-
ternet wagering websites in North Amer-
ica. The 123racing bet type was
developed by Racingworld Technology
of New Zealand, initially as a racetrack
promotional game. Racingworld Tech-
nology already has deployed the 123rac-
ing bet type in North America as a free
handicapping contest, which is cur-
rently available through the Monmouth
Park, Meadowlands, and Woodbine En-
tertainment websites.

Jean Laurenz, a music student at
Northwestern University in Evanston,
Illinois, has been named as the new
official bugler for Arlington Park. The
appointment is effective immediately,
helping to kick off the first weekend
of the second half of Arlington’s 2008
season, which runs through Sep-
tember 21. Laurenz, 21, has been
coming to Arlington most of her life.
She took up the trumpet about ten
years ago, but also is a singer cur-
rently majoring in choral music edu-
cation. She has per formed with
American rap artist and hip-hop pro-
ducer Kanye West.

Known for his distinct bari-
tone voice and enthusiastic
passion for racing at every
level, Luke Kruytbosch died
of an apparent heart attack on
July 14, three days into his
tenth season as the track an-
nouncer at Ellis Park. He was
47. 

Kruytbosch, also the voice
of Churchill Downs, Kentucky
Downs, and Turf Paradise, had
a history of heart trouble, and
he was prescribed medication
earlier on July 14 after com-
plaining of chest pains. 

Kruytbosch had been the
in-house voice of the Kentucky
Derby (G1) the last ten years
after being hired in 1999 as the an-
nouncer at Churchill and Ellis.

An avid racing enthusiast on and
off the job, Kruytbosch regularly
made road trips to River Downs in
Ohio, the fair circuit in Arizona, and

tracks in New Mexico to watch rac-
ing and catch up with friends on non-
racing days at Churchill and Turf
Paradise. 

“He just loved racing. He lived and
breathed it, and it was evident in his
race calls,” Ellis’s owner Ron Geary

said. “He was the consum-
mate race caller—the best as
far as I was concerned at keep-
ing the fans informed and ex-
cited.” 

Kruytbosch grew up in Vir-
ginia and graduated from the
Race Track Industry Program
at the University of Arizona.
He was the track announcer
at Ruidoso Downs from 1991
to ’95 and also announced at
the Downs at Albuquerque,
Santa Fe Downs, Sunland
Park, and Fair Meadows at
Tulsa.

Kruytbosch had called the
races at Turf Paradise since
1993 and was Hollywood

Park’s track announcer for three
years before realizing a lifetime goal
when he received the Churchill job. 

The Louisville track’s only previ-
ous track announcers were Gene
Schmidt from 1940 to ’60, Chic An-

derson from ’61 to ’77, Mike Battaglia
from ’77 to ’96, and Kurt Becker from
’97 to ’98. 

As of July 18, Churchill had not
started the process of filling the po-
sition. Battaglia served as a tempo-
rary replacement at Ellis from July
16-18. 

Kruytbosch had maintained close
ties to the Race Track Industry Pro-
gram, and he hosted Wendy Davis as
a guest in the announcer’s booth at
Ellis during the final card he called
on July 14. 

“I was visiting an intern at Ellis
and I went up and sat with Luke dur-
ing the eighth race,” said Davis, the
program’s associate director. “He
was just the same Luke, happy to be
there. … The cool thing about him
was that he was never too good to
hang out with students. He made
everyone feel special, no matter who
they were or what their interests
were.”—Jeff Lowe
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Churchill plans cuts in company
With an ailing economy

hurting on-track handle and
a horsemen’s dispute cut-
ting into off-track wagers,
Churchill Downs Inc. plans
to cut jobs.

The Louisville Courier-
Journal reported the cuts on July
18. THOROUGHBRED TIMES was un-
able to reach Churchill spokesman
Kevin Flannery, but Flannery told
the Louisville paper that cuts would
be made across the board. He did
not say how many jobs would be
eliminated.

The Louisville-based racetrack
owner’s holdings include its flag-
ship track, Arlington Park in sub-
urban Chicago, Calder Race Course
in Miami, and Fair Grounds in New
Orleans.

In December 2006, Churchill
Downs announced layoffs of 22 cor-
porate employees, including An-
drew G. Skehan, executive vice
president and chief operating offi-
cer; and Karl F. Schmitt Jr., senior
vice president of special events.

The layoffs reduced Churchill’s
corporate workforce by 30%, and

the marketing department was the
most heavily affected. 

Those cuts came less than six
months after Robert L. Evans suc-
ceeded Tom Meeker as president
and chief executive officer. Skehan
and Schmitt were holdovers from
the management team of Meeker,
who retired after 22 years at the
helm of the company.

Churchill stock opened at $33.71
a share on July 18, down 32.4% from
its $52.85 closing price on this date
last year.

According to its annual report,
Churchill employs approximately
1,000 people full-time company-
wide. Because of the seasonal na-
ture of racing, average full-time and
seasonal employment per pay pe-
riod was approximately 2,500 com-
pany wide during 2007.

—Frank Angst

The Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Group, representing 18 horse own-
ers’ groups in negotiations with
advance-deposit wagering compa-
nies, has secured its first contract,
and it covers a sizable piece of all wa-
gering in the United States.

Bob Reeves, president of the Thor-
oughbred Horsemen’s Group, re-
vealed on July 18 at
the National Horse-
men’s Benevolent and
Protective Associa-
tion summer meeting
in Hershey, Pennsyl-
vania, that an accord
was reached earlier
this year with the six
New York of f-track
betting corporations.
The contract, negoti-
ated through the New
York City Off-Track Betting Corp.
acting as agent for the other regional
OTBs, was approved by the New York
State Racing and Wagering Board on
May 30.

Reeves, who has been at the fore-
front of efforts to obtain a greater

share of ADW wagering for horse
owners, said the deal will increase
contributions to purses by 50% over
two years on interstate wagers. In
addition, a licensing fee will be paid
to the Thoroughbred Horsemen’s
Group.

The owners’ negotiating agent is
seeking a one-third contribution to

purses on all ADW wa-
gers, and it currently
is locked in negotia-
tions with Churchill
Downs Inc., owner of
Churchill Downs in
Kentucky and Calder
Race Course in Florida.
Among other tracks,
the Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Group
also is in talks with
Presque Isle Downs in

Pennsylvania, Magna Entertainment
Corp.-owned Lone Star Park in Texas,
and Harrah’s Louisiana Downs.

Reeves said the agreement with
the New York OTBs was not dis-
closed earlier because the Thor-
oughbred Horsemen’s Group did not

want to create addi-
tional turmoil at New
York City OTB, which
is in the process of
being taken over by
the state following a
threatened shutdown
in June. 

He declined to re-
veal specific percent-
ages that will go into
purses from interstate
wagers, but “we were
very upfront that they
have to go to the new
model eventually. We
gave them a lot of flexibility,” he
said.

Reeves said his organization has
shown considerable flexibility to-
ward the ADW providers, including
TrackNet Media, which is owned
by Churchill Downs Inc. and Magna.

“We’ve been willing to talk about
a phase-in,” Reeves said.

He said reaching accord on the
ADW wagering was crucial to own-
ers and the sport as a whole. From
nothing in 1996, ADW wagering grew

to $1.5-billion last year,
or approximately 10%
of total wagering han-
dle.

“Someone said you
better get on this be-
fore it gets too big,”
Reeves said. “I think it
is big.” 

Reeves’s update on
the ADW negotiations
followed a wide-ranging
panel discussion on the
health and welfare of
the horse that was
chaired by Remi Bel-

locq, the National HBPA’s chief ex-
ecutive officer.

Scott Palmer, V.M.D., past presi-
dent of the American Association of
Equine Practitioners, urged the own-
ers and trainers to embrace a core
value change for racing that puts the
horse first and foremost. 

“If we take care of the horse, the
industry will follow,” said Palmer. “If
we don’t take care of the horse, we
go down the tubes.”

Safety issues have moved to the

forefront in the industry since the
death of Eight Belles after finishing
second in the Kentucky Derby Pre-
sented by Yum! Brands (G1) on May
3 and subsequent hearings on fed-
eral regulation of horse racing.

Palmer urged owners and train-
ers to take personal responsibility
for their horses and that recently pro-
posed safety rules, including a ban
on steroids, be adopted. He also pro-
posed a ban on breezing of horses
pointing toward two-year-olds in train-
ing sales.

American Horse Council President
Jay Hickey opened the session by
comparing the conditions that ac-
companied a proposed Corrupt
Horseracing Practices Act of 1982
and the current situation. He pointed
out several similarities between the
two events, with one significant dif-
ference. In 1982, public opinion on
the issue was not particularly strong,
but today a large percentage of the
population is not committed to the
continuation of horse racing.

“We’re clearly at this crossroads
again,” he said.—Don Clippinger
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Weekly Survey 
From the TIMES website

Do you think Curlin’s performance
in the Man o’ War Stakes (G1)
indicates he is ready for a start
in the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe
(Fr-G1) in October?

Yes—27.34%     No—72.66%
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