
IV 

Safety Committees at 
Racetracks 

Moderator: Mike Ziegler 

Safety Committees 

Panelist: 
 Chip Bach – Turfway Park 
 Dr. Jerry Pack – Penn National 
 Roy Roenbeck – Golden Gate Fields 
 John Wayne – Delaware Commission 
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Near Miss Committee 

Golden Gate Fields 
(Berkeley, CA) 
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Documenting 
“Near Miss” Incidents/Accidents 

• For employee “close calls” & incidents/accidents 
not requiring medical treatment (first aid okay) 

• Uses “Employee Accident Report” form 

• Filled-out by employee (in presence of 
supervisor/manager) as soon as possible 

• Includes an incident/accident description as well 
causation & means for future prevention 

• “Waiver of Medical Treatment” clause preserves 
employee right for future treatment 
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“Employee Accident Report” 
(to be used for documenting employee Near Miss incidents) 



IV 

Value of a “Near Miss” Program 
• Serves as a “warning” of potential future repeat 

incidents (can also trigger “work orders” to 
mitigate the underlying risk/hazard) 

• Documents the particulars of an incident/accident 
(in case of later injury detail discrepancies) 

• Provides a “placeholder” for any future WC Claim 
(avoiding insurance questions of legitimacy) 

• Serves to formalize the on-site WC “accident 
reporting & investigation” process at the facility 
and allows “information sharing” between depts. 
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