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Init iate a National Equine Health Plan 

 Prevention/detection/response/control of equine diseases 
 Minimize impact of diseases on domestic equine 

populations through advanced planning  
 Promote trade  
 Education and communication for stakeholders to increase 

awareness about diseases, risks and biosecurity 
 Promote research for equine infectious diseases  

 



What increases the risk for 
infectious disease? 

Highly infectious diseases 
 Trans-boundary diseases 
Horse movement 
Horse husbandry and use 
 Insect and tick vectors 
 



Diseases affecting the equine 
industry in the last decade 

 Vesicular Stomatitis 2005 
 Contagious Equine Metritis 

2008-2009 
 EHV-1 
 Maryland racetracks 

 Equine Medical Center 

 Findley School- Ohio 

 Ogden Utah 

 



2011: EHM Cases after 
National Cutting Horse 

Finals, Ogden, Utah 

2000 Horses at risk in 19 
states 
243 exposed horse premises  
90 laboratory confirmed cases 

for EHV-1 or EHM 
13 states with confirmed or 

suspected cases 

 



AAEP TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR AN EQUINE DISEASE 

COMMUNICATION PLAN 
 Establish an Equine Disease Communication Center (EDCC) 

sponsored by the equine industry. 
 Develop a triage system for incoming communications and 

methods of reporting infectious diseases.  
 Create an equine disease website for real time posting of 

information collected. 
 
 

 



What is the Equine Disease 
Communication Center (EDCC) 
A communication system which informs 

and educates all constituents in the 
horse industry about disease outbreaks 
in order to minimize their effect on horse 
health and the horse related economy.  



What does EDCC do? 
 Ensures the most accurate and up-to-date 

information about current disease 
outbreaks. 

 Uses website, email and social media to 
alert all constituents of the horse industry. 

 EDCC call center at USEF enhances flow  
of information. 

 Works with SAHO’s and USDA to confirm 
and coordinate communications. 

 

 



Similar to the AAEP On 
Call Program 



EDCC Office at AAEP. 
Coordinates communications.  
Seeks information via websites, social media 

and press. 
Posts alerts on the website. 
Seeks newest information on biosecurity and 

diseases. 
 

Communication Manager 
 



 
EDCC Website 

Resources 





EDCC Alert Page 



Current Activity 
 205 alerts since April 2015. 
 11 diseases 
 56,440 views on the website by 20,040 unique IP addresses. 
 66% views are on the alert page. 
 Equine Herpesvirus Myeloencephalopathy (EHM) outbreaks in 17 

states. 
 Racetracks in 5 states affected by EHM. 
 Call Center to open on July 1st. 







Biosecurity: Definition 
Biosecurity is a set of 

preventive measures 
designed to reduce the 
risks for introduction and 
transmission of infectious 
disease.  



Basics of Biosecurity 

Biosecurity Plan 
Risk assessment 
Sanitation 
 Isolation 
Quarantine 
Education 





EDCC is Industry 
Supported 

 Fund raising initiated by the American Horse 
Council. 
Goal to get all segments and organizations of 

the horse industry to participate. 
Significant support from USDA-APHIS-VS 



Donations to the AAEP 
Foundation are Tax 
Deductible 
Sponsors are listed with 

a link to their website 
 Thank You Grayson-

Jockey Club! 



What do we know  
for sure? 

There will be 
more equine 

disease 
outbreaks. 

edcc@aaep.org 
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